
CASRA 2017 Survey Analysis 
!  Friday, November 10, 2017 

! TOTAL RESPONSES:  144  





Q2: How would you best characterize your 
primary sailing boat? 



Q3: How frequently did you compete in sail racing events 
during the 2017 season (all races, not just CASRA races)? 



Q4: How many of the events in Question 3 were CASRA races? 



Q5: How do you select the races in which you 
participate in each season? (Rank from most important 

to least important, with "1" being most important) 



Q6: We want to know what format of race you like.  For each 
of the types of races, please indicate whether there are too 
few, too many, or just the right amounts of races offered. 



Q7: If you ranked any types of races as "too few 
races" above, why didn't you race those types of 
races more frequently? (Check all that apply) 



Q8: Please choose which answer best describes 
your opinion on the statements below as they 
relate to CASRA sailboat racing events. 



Q10: Race 
Administration: 
Please choose 
which answer 
best describes 
your opinion of 
the statements 
below as the 
relate to 
CASRA events. 



Q12: Section Breaks and Handicapping: 
Please choose which answer best describes 
your opinion of the statements below as the 
relate to CASRA sailboat racing events. 



Q13: Safety Regulations: Please choose which 
answer best describes your opinion of the 
statements below as the relate to CASRA 
safety regulations. 



Q14: Other 



SOME STATISTICS 

•  Of 20 races compared “head to head.” 
•  Average	of	28.2	boats	per	race	
•  Approximately	6	percent	increase	in	starts	

•  Additionally, Casual races brought in NEW boats. 
•  Six	races,	with	an	average	of	14	starters	per	race	
•  Boats	new	to	racing	included	the	following:	

•  Bristol	32	
•  Beneteau	First	29	
•  Beneteau	30.5	
•  Beneteau	323	
•  Beneteau	Oceanis	343	
•  Cal	25	
•  Catalina	27	
•  Catalina	275	
•  Catalina	320	
•  Colgate	26	
•  Corsair	F-31	
•  Dufour	50	
•  Dufour	Arpege	
•  Hunter	30	
•  Irwin	30	
•  Islander	36	
•  Jeanneau	439	
•  PDQ	32	Catamaran	
•  Pearson	35	
•  Ranger	37	
•  Schock	41	
•  Seascape	27	
•  Solaris	42	



Q. 19  Overall, racing in Chicago was better in 2017 than 
it was in 2016. 

   YES:      62.5 percent 
   NO:      12.5 percent 
   ABOUT THE SAME:  25.0 percent 



Key Findings and Observations 
Pros 

•  More boats on the start line (5 percent increase, plus Casual racers)  
•  Registration process (+38 agree/strongly agree) 
•  Entry and viewing of results (+48 agree/strongly agree) 
•  Better choices of racing/scheduling (+10 agree/strongly agree) 
•  Clearer GSIs (+11 agree/strongly agree) 
•  Better section breaks (+14 agree/strongly agree) 
•  Parties are better (+10 agree/strongly disagree) 
•  Communications (numerous favorable comments re communications) 
•  Pricing (+6 agree/strongly agree) 

Cons 

•  Race management still has “kinks.” 
•  Amendment process is clunky and can be improved. 
•  Protest process can be improved. 
•  Still not enough variety in events. 
•  Rating rules – numerous complaints about all rules. 
•  More COMMUNITY and FUN still needed. 



2018 Punch List 

1.  Refine amendment and protest process.  Publish race documents 
earlier. 

2.  Refine and continue promoting casual events. 
3.  Refine entry process.  Consider discounts to encourage early entry. 
4.  Continue to enhance schedule, and consider different race formats. 
5.  Adjust start times and time limits to allow for more buoy races. 
6.  Work with LMPHRF to resolve complaints/issues. 
7.  Simplify safety regulations to the extent possible. 
8.  Continue to refine and enhance communications. 
9.  Work to add more fun to our sport, and attract new sailors (e.g., 

potential crew pool). 
10.  Continue to listen to skippers and crew, and refine events each year. 



Preliminary 
2018 
CASRA 
Schedule 


